
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Family Carers  
Monday 8th January 2018 
Gartree Committee Suite 

10:00 to 12:30  
 
           
Present 
Gill Huddleston 
Phil Lingood (PI)  
Jenny Lacey (JC)  
Clive Hadfield Via Web link 
Linda Wright (LW) 
Jo Aston – Minute Taker 
 
Apologies 
Chetna Keshav 
Ros Jarvis 
 
 
Introductions were made 

 
Clive opened the meeting by saying, the group need to renew support for the new financial 
year. Dates are needed for future meetings, not only Family Careers Sub Group but other 
meetings. 
 
Clive agreed to come to the next meeting to explain how to use the web link along with 
Steve. 
 
Gill asked about the Partnership Board on the 12th January 18. There is no presentation 
prepared this time. Phil said it is about housing. Gill said there really should have been a 
presentation on housing as it does have an impact on family life. Phil said it is about 
adaptations and housing, it is too late to submit one now but we can ask questions at the 
meeting. Phil is attending the meeting. Gill to send a copy of the report, Careers Strategy re 
housing, to use as a guide. Jenny said there is a lot of disruption when there are any 
adaptations, your home is not your own, there is a lot of people coming and going. 
 
Clive said there is a recording option on the web link to record the meeting. Clive asked Gill 
if she wanted the meeting recording today. Gill said she would rather not record this time. A 
copy of the presentation will be attached to the minutes. 
 
Gill did a presentation on Paying for Care under the Care Act 2014, covering documents with 
useful website contacts, were circulated. (See attached) 
 
 



 

 

 
Questions and Answers during the presentation 
 
Charging and financial assessment 
Q - Linda, can the local authority be legally challenged if they don’t give a good    
      reason for their decision. 
A - They must follow the guidance; otherwise they would have to give a very good reason. 
 
Q - Linda, How much is the maximum amount a local authority can give a person. If you are   
      wanting a stair lift, is this above that payment? 
A - Yes, that would be over the limit. The aid or adaptation has to cost less that £1000 
 
When should services be provided free of charge  
Q - Linda, would the CJD consideration be separate from dementia as they are both to do   
      with the brain 
A - No it would be looked at how you contracted CJD. 
 
What are the principles of charging for services under the Care Act 2014 
Q - Linda, Need to encourage all who wish to work to do so. Need to put support in place to   
      enable those with Learning disability to work.  
A - This is, this would be covered in the needs assessment  
      Need to encourage those that are able. 
 
Q - Linda, across two possible funds for transport, if you get income support is there no  
      support for transport 
A - You will be encouraged and helped to get to work on financial charging. 
 
Q - Linda, They can’t go ahead and say you can go to work if you can’t get to work 
A - This is not decided by Social Services, this will be decided by the Department of  
      Employment. 
Q - Linda, people will have their guard up, could be a way of charging more, and is it more  
      beneficial to go to work or not. 
A - Could be an opportunity to develop skills.  It could be they do a few hours of work to  
      develop skills, to then be able to look to do more work. This would be looked at in your  
      financial assessment. 
 
Gill said there could be conflict on each of these points as it could be seen as giving in one 
hand and taking from the other. 
 
Principle: Support for Carers 
Q - Phil, if you choose not to look after a person, can you still be an advocate for that person 
A - Yes, there is limited of recognition of your voice, because someone else is doing the  
      caring.  
      Where is the carer’s assessment useful for me, getting your views heard, if you are going  
      to work, say the times you are not available and you need a career. 
 
Q - Is it different issues in the City as in the County? 
A - There will be different issues. The City has higher incidents of people/children with a       
      disability. They are more restricted. They could be stuck as they may not be able to  
      afford to move to the County. In the City a disabled child with less money, less well off   
      are more likely to have health problems. More difficulties in the City than in the   
      County. 



 

 

 
 
Q - Who would apply, the carer or the cared for? 
A - Either way 
 
Charging under the Care Act 2014 
Q - Jenny, the Small Carers budget is this regarding your own needs. Would it be the same  
      amount of pay as to what I am getting for the fairer charging? Do I say I don’t want this or    
      do I pay to stay in the system? 
A - This would be a personal choice; the council would look at what would be most cost  
      effective. This would be looked at under the assessment. 
 
Gill to do a presentation on Fairer Charging at a future meeting. 
 
Q - Jenny, we need to know where they intend to take the money from and be very clear as  
      to how it is going to be taken. 
A - Make sure people fully understand where and when the money is to be taken from. The  
      Local Authority will work out how much you can pay before they take the money. 
 
Gill said you can get most of the information about the law, from a book by Luke Clemence, 
‘Community Carers Law book’. 
 
End of presentation. 
 
Gill asked who was authorised to sign the cheques for travel expenses. 
It was confirmed it is Linda Wright, Lynn Spence, Ros Jarvis and Clive Hadfield. It was 
agreed to leave this month’s cheques to be signed at the next meeting.  

 
There was a discussion on the need to get more people to attend the meeting. 
Jenny asked how to include people on the web link. Gill asked who they should contact 
Clive said he can send invites via the web link, all he needs is the email addresses of the 
people to be invited. Clive, with the support of Steve, agreed to come to the February 
meeting to show the group members how to use the web link and invite members. Gill asked 
about the access to recording the visual to these meetings, needs guidance to using the 
computer. 
 
There is a guide on CITRIX to learn online how to use the system. 
 
Gill said she needs any information to be added to the newsletter needs to be with Gill by  
2nd January. The newsletter will out in the spring time. 
 
Jenny asked if extra copies of the previous newsletter can be bought to the next meeting. 
Gill to bring them with her. 
 
There was a discussion on other meetings to be attended. 
 
Jenny said she has enquired about going to the ‘Making it Real’ on Monday 15th January 
2018, but had not heard anything from them and wasn’t sure who would pay the expenses. 
Gill to send a map link to Jenny with directions. 
 
Gill left the meeting so the group members could discuss if they were going to carrying on 
using the service of the Carers Centre. 



 

 

 
It was agreed to carry on using the Carers Centre service. 
 
Clive said the group needs more structure to the meetings, there needs to be a chair to 
facilitate. Clive agreed to chair the February meeting, but a chair will need to be organised 
for the March meeting. 
 
Gill asked the group what they would like to be covered in future meetings, do they want 
more presentations. To keep the service you need to stand together. 
 
Clive said there are three main points needed 
 

 Support - To support the carers, listen to them to help and take forward concerns. 
We can help. 
 

 Inform - To inform carers using mechanisms. Publicize talks on PIP and other topics. 
 

 Effect Change - To improve group obligations. Lobby and push the council to listen. 
To be successful, need to choose fewer areas, concentrate on these and doing 
something about them. 

 
The priority is to increase membership. Gill is to put Clive’s email address in the April 
newsletter as a contact to be able to invite them to future meetings. 
 
Gill is to set out a structured strategy for the group to follow. 
 
Need to look at the three points listed below 

 Chair,  

 Technical Support,  

 Administrative support. 
 
At the next meeting there needs to be a decision on who is doing what and to follow this up 
at each meeting. 
 
It was discussed and agreed to keep presentations in house until numbers grow.  
Gill to do presentations on:- 

 Care Act 

 Charging 

 Benefits 

 PIP 

 Universal Credit 

 Careers Assessment 
 

Phil asked about the parking badge from DLA if you are on PIP you are not entitled to a 
badge, this needs looking at by the Leicestershire County Council. 
 
Gill said there needs to be an open discussion meeting, where issues can be raised talked 
about and agree an action, we need to know exactly what we want, what we are talking 
about and take control, focus. 
 



 

 

It was agreed that Clive would do a written thank you letter to Waitrose for their donation and 
to send a copy to Gill to put in the newsletter. 
 
 
 
Future Dates for the Family Careers meetings 
 
Monday  05th February 
  05th March 
  09th April 
  14th May 
  04th June 
  02nd July 
  03rd September 
  01st October 
  05th November 
  03rd December 
 
Next meeting  Monday 5th February 2018 
  Gartree Committee Room 
  10.00 – 12.30 
 
  Clive Hadfield to Chair 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
    
 
 
       
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 
   
 


